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1.0 PREAMBLE
1.1   Introduction

The Sociology syllabus covers Form 1 - 4 cycles 
in Secondary Education.  The syllabus covers the 
social, economic, political, technological and cultural 
environment as aspects of life.  It seeks to equip learners 
with an appreciation of their cultural heritage and utilise 
it for self-sustenance within the society.  This syllabus 
embraces inclusivity.

The syllabus follows a developmental and integral 
approach that helps learners sustain themselves in life.

1.2  Rationale

The study of Sociology helps learners understand 
their relationships within their societal environment.  
Sociology should help learners to appreciate, clarify and 
develop norms and values of the Zimbabwean society.  
Sociology sensitises learners on socio-political and 
economic challenges as well as ways to address them. 
It enlightens learners on identity, different social roles 
and cultural diversity. It also develops skills of critical 
thinking, problem solving, leadership, communication, 
technological, tolerance and self esteem. 

1.3   Summary of Content

The Sociology Forms 1 - 4 syllabus focuses on the 
following concepts:

•	 Respect 
•	 Gender sensitivity
•	 Inclusivity 
•	 Equity 
•	 Cultural diversity 
•	 Patriotism 

1.4   Methodology

 A spiral approach should be adopted, beginning with 
the learner’s immediate societal environment, exploring 
his or her family, community and extending to the wider 
world. Learners need to develop appropriate value 
systems through participating in planned activities.  
Participatory methods should be employed for effective 
teaching and learning of sociology. 
	
These include the following:

(a)	 discussion

(b)	 drama, role-play and simulation
(c)	 song and dance
(d)	 educational tours
(e)	 case studies
(f)	 puppetry
(g)	 gallery walk
(h)	 research
(i)	 group work
(j)	 question and answer
(k)	 Individualised Educational Programme (IEP)
(l)	 Resource persons
(m)   Poetry 

1.4.1 Time Allocation

For adequate coverage of the syllabus, the following 
allocation is advised.
Forms 1 - 4   : 4 periods of 35 mins per week

1.5  Assumptions

It is assumed that learners:

•	 interact with their peers and other members of 
society

•	 appreciate their culture and how it is changing with 
time

•	 appreciate the relevance of their learning
•	 can communicate and think logically on social 

issues

1.6  Cross-cutting themes

The following cross cutting or emerging issues help the 
learner to acquire competencies for lifelong learning.

•	 Gender 
•	 Child Protection
•	 Children’s Rights and Responsibilities
•	 Sexuality, HIV and AIDS
•	 Life skills
•	 Enterprise skills 
•	 Disaster Risk Management
•	 Heritage 

2.0  PRESENTATION OF THE 
SYLLABUS

2.1     The Sociology Syllabus is presented in a single 
document for Forms 1 – 4.

2.2	 Topics covered in the syllabus are developmental 
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in nature.  

3.0 AIMS
The aims of the syllabus are to enable the learner to:

3.1	 develop an appreciation of Unhu/Ubuntu and 
cultural diversity

3.2	 develop entrepreneurship skills 
3.3	 understand changes in social life
3.4	 appreciate social structure, development and 

functions of different institutions 
3.5	 have an understanding of cross-cultural issues
3.6	 incorporate the use of ICT tools in Sociology

4.0   OBJECTIVES
By the end of the Form 1 - 4 Sociology Course, learners 
should be able to:

4.1	 identify cultural roles
4.2	 demonstrate cultural practices
4.3	 explore measures to curb deviance or anti-social 

behaviour
4.4	 apply personal and social skills in finding 
        solutions to social problems
4.5	 act responsibly in the society
4.6	 apply entrepreneurship skills 
4.7	 demonstrate an understanding of the 
        relationships within society and their functions
4.8	 develop an understanding of social, economic, 

political and cultural diversity
4.9	 use ICT tools
4.10	apply research skills in solving social problems 

5.0    SYLLABUS TOPICS
5.1	 The individual and society
5.2	 Family and kinship
5.3	 Culture
5.4	 Education
5.5	 Social stratification, Politics and Power
5.6	 Communication and the mass media
5.7	 Entrepreneurship and Occupations
5.8	 Population and migration 
5.9	 Crime and delinquency
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8.0 SCHEME OF ASSESSMENT

The syllabus scheme of assessment is grounded on the principle of inclusivity. Arrangements, accommodations and 
modifications must be visible in both continuous and summative assessment to enable candidates with special needs 
to also access assessments.

8.1 ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

By the end of the Form 1 – 4 Sociology Course, candidates are expected to:

•	 identify cultural roles
•	 demonstrate cultural practices
•	 explore measures to curb deviance or anti-social behaviour
•	 apply personal and social skills in finding solutions to social problems
•	 act responsibly in the society
•	 apply entrepreneurship skills 
•	 demonstrate an understanding of the relationships within society and their functions
•	 develop an understanding of social, economic, political and cultural diversity
•	 use ICT tools
•	 apply research skills in solving social problems 

Sociology will be assessed through continuous and summative assessments.

8.2: Continuous Assessment (40%)

Continuous assessment shall involve projects, tests and assignments. 
A learner is expected to produce a project portfolio at each of the following levels:

•	 Form 1
•	 Form 2
•	 Form 3
•	 Form 4

NOTE: A profile system has to be developed for every learner to capture those attributes that cannot be measured 
such as the soft skills. A folio comprises test results throughout the secondary school on an annual basis and marks 
collated from the four prescribed projects. Observation schedules, checklists, tests and project tasks are to be set at 
district level and standardised nationally.

8.3 Summative Assessment (60%)

Description of the Summative assessment structure
The Summative assessment comprises two components as follows:
Paper 1 (1hr 45 minutes - 100 marks) 40%
There are 10 structured questions and candidates are required to answer all.

Paper 2 (2hrs – 100 marks) 60%
Paper 2 consists of essay questions. Candidates answer 4 questions out of 6. Each question carries 25 marks.
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8.4 ASSESSMENT MODEL

Assessment of learner performance Sociology (100%)

Continuous Assessment Summative Assessment

Profiling

Profile

Exit Profile

Projects 
10%

Tests
10%

Structured10% Essay40%Assignments 
20%

Moderated Continuous 
Assessment Mark = 40%

Examination Mark = 40%

FINAL MARK 100%
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8.5  SKILLS WEIGHTING CHART

8.6  SPECIFICATION GRID FOR SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT

Skill Paper 1 Paper 2
Knowledge and understanding 60% All skills
Application 20% All skills
Problem solving 20% All skills

Total 100%

TOPIC Knowledge 
40%

COMPREHENSION 
30%

APPLICATION 
20%

PROBLEM 
SOLVING 10%

TOTAL

1 	 The individual 
and society

2 1 1 1 5

2.Family and kinship 2 2 1 1 5
3.	 Culture 3 2 3 2 7
4.	 Education 2 1 1 1 5
5.	 Social stratifica-

tion, Politics and 
Power

2 2 2 1 5

6.	 Communication 
and the mass 
media

2 1 1 1 3

7.	 Entrepreneurship 
and Occupations

3 2 2 1 7

8.	 Population and 
Migration

2 2 1 1 6

9.	 Crime and delin-
quency

3 1 2 2 4

TOTAL 21 14 14 11 60








